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THE REMAINING BASIC ISSUES IN THE PROTOCOL WILL BE SETTLED 

* 

TOMORROW AND AFTER I LEAVE THE EXPERTS WILL CONTINUE THE DRAFTING 
AND CONFORMING OF THE TEXTS, IN ORDER TO HAVE THE PROTOCOLS COMPLETED 
BY THE TIME WE INITIAL THE BASIC AGREEMENT. 
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E.0. 12S53 Ssa. 3.6 



S EFFECTIVELY BOUGHT THE SIGNING 


FROCEDURE WE HAVE WORKED OUT. THEY STILL STRONGLY PREFER TO 
HAVE ONLY ONE DOCUMENT, OF COURSE, BUT REALIZE THERE WILL BE A 
SEPARATE TWO-PARTY DOCUMENT MENTIONING THE PRG , WHICH rHEYjmX_ 

IGNORE AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE. 

3. I BRIEFED THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE THIS EVENING, AND 

TRAN VAN DO AND BUI DIEM WERE PRESENT. DIEM WILL PROBABLY GO 
TO SAIGON THIS WEEKEND WHILE DO GOES TO LONDON. THE SOUTH 
VIETNAMESE NOW UNDERSTAND THAT THE TEXT IS COMPLETE. WE HAVE 
§ SENT YOU THE FULL TEXT AND GIVEN A COPY TO THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE 

o * 

3 AS WELL . MY FOLLOWING CABLE GIVES SOME TALKS POINTS FOR 

| Resenting the agreement to the palace, the key th eme to emphasize 

M-l-IS THAT NO FURTHER CHANGES ARE POSSIBLE, AND ANY ATTEMPT AT 
* ^PROCRASTINATION WILL RIS K THE AMERICAN RELATIONS. WE WILL FUR- 
r NISH A VIETNAMESE TEXT SHORTLY. I TOLD THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE THAT 
J* WE ARE ON THE HOME STRETCH, WITH ONLY WORK ON THE PROTOCOLS 
REMAINING. THEY APPARENTLY HAVE FINALLY RECEIVED INSTRUCTIONS 

ON THE LATTER BUT ARE UNFORTUNATELY BEHIND THE POWER CURVE 

/ “ ^ 

BECAUSE OF THEIR TARDINESS. 



\ 


4 . THANK YOU FOR YOUR SAIGON 0322 WHICH IS VERY HELPFUL. 
REFERENCE PARAGRAPH 1, YOUR PROCEDURE FOR iNFORMflf^IEU ABOUT 
HAIG’S TRIP LOOKS FINE. REFERENCE PARAGRAPH HAIG WJLL BE 
AUTHORIZED TO REPEAT THE ASSURANCES YOU OUTLINED. HEJtflLL^CA R R Y A 
PRESIDENT IAL LETTER TO THAT EF FECT. REFERENCE PARAGRAPH 3, 

VE WILL KEEP THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE INFORMED OF THE PROTOCOLS 
AND CIVE THFM TFXTF -A- 5 - p - APTnt Y flS FEASIBLE.- REFERENCE PA RAGRAPH 
4 ^ YOUR ASSUMPTION IS CORRECT THAT HAIG WILL BE AUTHORIZED 
TO TELL THIEU TH AT WE WILL INITIAL THE ^ _AGREEjj£JLE RF G AR D IXS 
HIS REACT ION. \REFERENCE PARAGRAPH 5, WE ARE TAKING INTO 
AC0O^j{n^~YOU^ ALTHOUGH WE MUST SAY SOMETHING ON JANUARY 18, 

oSwE NOW PLAN SIMPLY A ZIEGLER ANNOUNCEMENT WHICH WILL STATE THAT 

Q ST 

a|t A m RETURNING TO PARIS ON JANUARY 23 TO CONCLUDE NEGOTIATIONS 

^ - 

AND THAT THE PRESIDENT WILL REPORT TO THE PEOPLE AND THE CONGRESS 
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r 0N the NEGOTIATIONS WHEN I RETURN. THIS SHOULD REDUCE SOME OF 


2 


WUST" 


THAT THE 


tNATIOfToF HAIG’S TRIP, THE BOMBING HALT, ETC. WlLtX LEAD TO 


EAT SPECULATION EVEN BEFORE THEN. 


WARM REGARDS 
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